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law, military and naval matters, agriculture, mining and engineer-
ing. In this connection Canllie made the extravagant remark, "'the
range of his opportunities for acquiring knowledge has been such
as few men ever had", but the doctor may have been thinking of
the extraordinarily retentive minds of the Chinese or may have been
impressed, in the many conversations he had with Sun, by the wide
general knowledge of his young friend.
Sun came to these studies of Wesiern books with singularly little
bias. All European political and social theories were new to him
and he was spared the normal tendency of Westerners to read
through spectacles tinted by a class system of education.
What struck Sun most forcibly was the difference between theory
and practice in the social life of England* Hitherto he had con-~-
trasied change-resisting China \\iih its corrupt Manchu rulers, its
unjust officials and its village life haunted by evil spirits; with the
altruism of his missionary friends, the orderliness of lolani and
Hongkong and the theory of democracy.
Now, in passing from his lodgings at 8 Gray's Inn Place, Holborn,
to the west-end home of his friends in Devonshire Street he saw
two adjacent districts of London that were far apart in social
conditions.
There were much worse slums in Canton, but Sun had imagined
England to be a wealthy country where all are free from want. In
the poorer parts of London he saw ill-housed men and women so
absorbed in the struggle for a livelihood that they knew nothing of ^
politics and had no sense of vocation. When he visited continental
cities he found the same gap between the theory of liberty, equality
and fraternity and practical social conditions.
Sun found, too, that everywhere in the Western world there were
advanced thinkers fully conscious of this distressing phenomenon.
They sought to create a new and more equitable social order, some
even talking of the need for revolution. Karl Marx had been
translated into English and, while Sun was still in Europe, there
came from across the Atlantic news of the dramatic death of Henry.
George, the American economist. George's book Progress and
Poverty had been published long enough to influence a wide circle
of reformers and Sun was greatly impressed by his views on laud
ownership.
Exorbitant landlords have been a curse in China for many genera-
tions and Sun, remembering how his own father slaved to raise crops
half of which went to the owner of the land as rent, read with